It has, accordingly, become necessary for Government to consider bow far the people may be left to their own resources in these matters, and cease to depend for medical aid and appliances upon the liberality of a paternal Government. The time was when Government was the sole importer of European drugs and instruments. Now private agencies have arisen largely for this purpose, and the generosity which prompted Government not to look too closely into the disposal and ultimate destination of its medical stores has ceased to be either a necessity or a virtue. Government, in fact, finds now that, to use a vulgar expression, it must "pull in its horns." The same remarks apply to vaccination. And, as the conditions under which public medical assistance is given have so radically changed, so must the administrative arrangements for conducting and supervising it also change. We shall look forward with great interest to the report of this Committee. It ought to take into consideration the amount and kind of medical advice and assistance in the possession of the native public and how far these are good and sufficient, as well as the mere details of hospital management ; for without facta of this kind Government "will find it impossible to place definite limits upon provincial expenditure on medical relief; and the rules under which the administration of hospitals is conducted must necessarily depend upon a clear and pronounced policy as regards the scope of their operation.
We only hope that, while bringing the responsibility of the State within reasonable limits, as regards public medical relief, the Committee and the Government will bear in mind that there are principles of general humanity and professional duty which stand out above and beyond financial considerations, and to which these must be made subservient ? and that, while a limit ig placed on the class and number of recipients of medical relief at the public cost, no such rigid financial barrier will be placed on expenditure as will bar the employment, in the case of those really entitled to charitable aid in sickness, of all the appliances which the most advanced medical science clearly demonstrates as necessary for their comfort and cure.
